
Helping my child:
The most common problem students have when labeling fractions on a 
number line is not knowing what the denominator is. Students tend to count 
the lines instead of the spaces in-between the lines. To help your child, 
have them draw squiggles above the spaces between the lines. Students 
should only do this between two whole numbers. So if the number line 
range is from 6-8, students should only count spaces between 6 and 7. See 
example below.

In the first number line, all lines would be labeled as fourths due to there 
being four spaces between the two whole numbers. In the second number 
line, the fractions would be labeled as halves, due to their only being two 
spaces between the whole numbers 6 and 7.

Challenging my child:
Is this standard easy for your child? Challenge your child to use a ruler and 
measure items around the house. Help your child to read the different lines 

and increments on a ruler.

Sample Problems:
Label the fractions on the number line.

Need more resources?
www.thatquiz.org has a lot of fraction practice games your child can play at 

too. 

Vocabulary Terms:
Numerator

Denominator
Fraction

Number line
Whole number

3.NF.2 Parent Helper
Your child is learning to recognize and identify fractions on a 
number line.

I can label fractions on a number line because I know the space between any 
two numbers can be thought of as a whole.

6 7 6 6 ¼ 76 2/4  6 ¾

6 7 6 7 8
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